Reading at Janet Duke Primary School

At Janet Duke Primary School, we believe that the best way to ensure that pupils do well in
English is to ensure that they become life-long engaged readers.

Children and staff at Janet Duke are enthusiastic readers and we endeavour to foster a love
and passion for reading in our children from the outset. To this end, we hold a variety of
whole school events throughout the year to encourage and develop the passion for reading,
such visiting authors and Book Week. We also ensure that teachers make regular
recommendations to pupils to encourage reading for pleasure. Pupils have a chance to talk
to their teachers regularly about their reading habits, as part of feedback from their reading
homework and within class where ‘Storytime’, reading for pleasure is shared daily.

We also use RWI Phonics https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/reading-schemes-oxford-
levels/read-write-inc-phonics-guide/and RWI Spelling in order to support pupils’ phonics,
reading and spelling development.

EYES

We begin the process of learning to read in the Early Years Foundation Stage, with the use
of the RWI Phonics programme where we believe that the daily, systematic teaching of
phonics is the fastest and most effective way of getting young children to start reading. At
the beginning of the year, EYFS pupils complete a baseline test which assesses starting
points and then allows for developments in phonics and reading skills to be rapidly achieved.
In EYFS, the children have daily 10-minute phonics sessions to introduce them to initial letter
sounds. By the end of EYFS, it is our expectation that all children can blend and that the vast
majority will be reading simple books. In EYFS, the focus of writing is using phonics to write
simple sentences with basic punctuation. To this end, the writing scheme links closely to the
reading scheme. The use of ‘Learning in the Moment’ in EYFS allows for the children write
for a range of purposes, using their phonic knowledge within their writing and activities are
creative and fun.

KS1

The teaching of phonics continues throughout Years 1 and 2 through the use of the RWI
Phonics programme. The programme is structured in such a way as to ensure the teaching
of phonics is systematically delivered, in 15-minute sessions per day and that progress is
built on from year to year. Children are taught a series of sounds and then apply these to a
series of graded books before moving on to the next set of sounds. By the end of Year 2, it is
our expectation that the vast majority of children will be fluent readers and will no longer
need explicit phonics teaching for reading. In Year 2, most pupils start the RWI Spelling
programme, building on their knowledge of RWI Phonics from EYFS and Year 1. This allows
pupils to develop their comprehension and written work.

The 2014 curriculum also sets out grammatical knowledge that pupils must have, so our
Year 1 and 2 teachers have been busy introducing pupils to different word classes and types
of sentence already.

Year One Phonics Screening

The phonics screening check is a short, light-touch assessment to confirm whether individual
children have learnt phonic decoding to an appropriate standard. It will identify the children
who need extra help, so they are given support by their school to improve their reading skills.
Children who fail to meet the appropriate standard will be supported in order to retake the
check in Year Two.
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Guided Reading Across the School

Comprehension and other reading skills are also taught in KS1 and KS2 through the use of
20 minute daily Guided Reading sessions, which focus on the whole class, group and
independent teaching of reading and application of comprehension skills and the application
of phonics and blending skills taught as a method of teaching pupils to read and understand
the texts read. Pupils are given access to a wide range of texts, both fiction and non-fiction,
linking to or independent from topics covered in cross curricular subjects. Tasks focus on
coverage of statements applicable to each year group linked to the National Curriculum 2014
(inference, deduction, authorial technique etc.) and also the Interim Framework objectives
for KS1 and KS2 in Years 2 and 6. Pupils also have a chance to develop their speaking and
listening skills through these sessions through opportunities for reading aloud, listening to
others read, reading for pleasure and drama and role play. Teaching assistants, Reading
Partners and Volunteers may support reading activities to ensure that children have more
frequent opportunities to read with adults.

The Whole School ‘Talk for Writing’ Approach and Reading Development

Across Janet Duke Primary School, ‘Talk for Writing’ is used as a vehicle to develop reading
into writing. Talk for Writing is an engaging teaching framework developed by Pie Corbett. It
is based on the principles of how children learn, enabling them to imitate the language
needed for a particular topic orally, before reading, analysing a text and writing their own
version. This programme is specifically designed to build on reading skills and use these
within writing development and to promote a more comprehensive level of texts covered.
Pupils are given the text to begin with they then read and study the text in depth, focusing
particularly on developing a thorough understanding of the text, characters, setting and
events. Choral reading and acting out of a text enables all pupils to memorise the key events
and structure of a text. Story mapping aids with the reading and writing process as a way for
pupils to note key events, character and memorable moments of a text through the use of
pictures and diagrams, thus making recording of points in a text accessible to all pupils.

The Talk for Writing approach enables children to read and write independently for a variety
of audiences and purposes within different subjects. A key feature is that children internalise
the language structures needed to write through ‘talking the text’, as well as close reading.
The approach moves from dependence towards independence, with the teacher using
shared and guided teaching to develop the ability in children to write creatively and
powerfully.

The Talk for Writing approach develops reading into writing in 5 main phases:

1. Baseline 2. The imitation 3. The innovation 4. Independent 5. Final assessment
assessment and phase phase application and - building on

planning - the invention - the 'hot' progression
‘cold' task task

Once pupils have studied the text they then develop their writing through completing a linked
writing task. Teachers model what is expected of the pupils in terms of their writing and then
produce their own high-quality writing.



Reading for Pleasure

All pupils are given opportunities to experience longer texts and novels as a class during
‘Storytime’, a daily 15-minute session, whereby pupils choose a quality text to focus on each
term. The idea of this being that staff can model fluent expressive reading to pupils through
reading a quality text and that pupils will enjoy the experience of hearing reading for
pleasure. Discussions between pupils and staff through Storytime sessions enable
development of comprehension and knowledge of texts. A wide range of texts are presented
to pupils and texts are chosen democratically by pupils. Staff are signposted to
‘Recommended Reads’ https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/category/reading-lists-for-primary-
school-pupils/ as quality texts provide quality reading experiences for pupils.

All pupils have access to fiction and non-fiction texts throughout the school labelled with
Reading Bands colours so that they can access texts most suited to their reading ability.
Pupils can select texts for reading homework and also for reading for pleasure.

Reading Homework

Pupils are required to read three times per week and complete their reading logs to show
that this has been done. Reading diaries are provided for every child at the start of each new
academic year. These act as record to track the number of times the children are reading
per week, as well as the number of books read. This record is also used to record weekly
spellings and is utilised as a way of liaising between home and school regarding reading and
spellings, in order to fully support our children. Records are kept weekly of the reading
completed and these records contribute to Reading book marks that each child has
accessible in classrooms. A sticker is added to the reading bookmark each time the pupil
has achieved the reading homework and when the bookmark is completed, the success is
celebrated, and the book mark exchanged for a quality reading book in a weekly celebration
assembly.

Pupils also have online access to Reading Eggs and Reading Eggpress
https://readingeggs.co.uk/ and weekly tasks are set for pupils to complete, these can be
comprehension based or may focus on spelling patterns and rules, whereby pupils can apply
what they have learned through their learning of RWI Phonics and RWI Spelling. Teachers
ensure that homework tasks set are closely matched to learning completed in class and
reports of the completion of the tasks set can be accessed to monitor progress and
achievement.



https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/category/reading-lists-for-primary-school-pupils/
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/category/reading-lists-for-primary-school-pupils/
https://readingeggs.co.uk/

